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EDITORIAL

“We don’t generally talk about our fears £
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where a man called Pieter De Rudde
once miraculously recovered fromf
a broken leg. We were suspiciousl
eyeballing two old women when we|
entered a souvenir shop that was
selling truckloads of similar thank-|
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the shop immediately after purchase.|
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"luctance to disturb the balance: basi-|
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»down. The framework of our world|
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THE TARKIN DOCTRINE

— “Fear will keep the local systems
in line. Fear of this battle station.” —
Grand Moff Wilhuff Tarkin|

religion of choice) is not exclusive to
Western religion. The Islamic equiva-
lent to Hell Jahannam) is pretty much
the same thing, which means you end
up in a dark pit outside of time (as in
you’re not leaving anytime soon) that
features a lot of flogging, dragging and
whipping mixed with the visual imag-
ery of fire (flaming clothes, whips and
chains, burning genitalia, etc...). Nota-
ble difference: Jahannam has 7 levels,
the top one being reserved for regular
sinful Muslims — the floors below are
reserved for Christians, Jews and other
assorted infidels. The Chinese have
anywhere between 3 and 10 ‘Courts Of
Hell’ or up to 18 ‘Levels Of Hell’ (reduced
from the Buddhist version which men-
tions 118 levels). As in most versions
of Hell, sinners are assigned a cham-
ber and corresponding punishment
based on the nature of their sins yet
Chinese Hell (Diyu) seems more imagi-
native with its resources and does not
rely primarily on fire like conventional
Western Hell. Visitors to this exotic
retreat will be able to enjoy a myriad of
never-ending torture methods, includ-
ing but not limited to tongue-ripping,
eye-gouging, skinning, being gored by
animals, burnmg, sawing and_having
hooks_pie

on Eternal Redemption but are essen-|
tially based on the same mechanism
as Little Red Riding Hood or Cinderella.|
The fact that the concept of Hell has
recurrent themes throughout differen
cultures points out exactly how primi-
tive a tool it is: it uses primal fears
(darkness, fire, pain,...) that are pret-

If we had to guess, we’d say you’re
scared of a bunch of things. Death
probably ranks pretty high amongst]
anybody alive (or at least, those
among us who actually have a life,|
ou pathetic social reject), followed
closely by the basic physical fear:
that relate directly to our surviva
(lions, heights, disease, violence,...) —
but the ones that really warp the living
ishit out of the human mind are gener-
ally the ones that have sprung from
the complex social clusterfuck thatl§
e’ve created over the last centuries.|

person. That might have worked in

and custom-catered, labelled by psy-|
chiatrists and treated with prescrip-
tion drugs. Time flies in the 21st cen-
tury — the world has gotten bigger yet

society is dependent on everyone’s re-| sure you let The Good Times Roll be-
fore the hourglass runs out. Religion
has become a comic footnote in con-
temporary culture — the Bible is the
epitome of uncool while the inter-
net has brought the world into you
living room, showing you all the action
you’re missing out on. No need to wor-
ry about eternal damnation (still wait-
ing for the first Google user review on
that one), what you need to be afraid
of is not getting proper bang for you
buck while the offer lasts. As far as
e know, you only live once - so you
etter make sure that you’re peaking
the time, before you’re too old to|
r skinny jeans and be in the club,
ives have become that much sub-
d to the free market, we approach
it with the same goal of profit maximi-
zation and squeezing it for every las
drop of happiness and enjoyment we|
can get out of it. Only in the Western
world will you find a copy of The Way
Of The Tao next to someone’s toilet —
spiritual enlightenment is something
we try to squeeze into the daily routine
when we have 5 minutes available to
take a shit. Anything to steer clear of
the existential void gaping beneath
your Converse Chucks (the preferred
sneaker of the life-enjoying individual
who lives by his own rules and is not
afraid to show it).

‘and now we’re actually trying to live
in it, which means that everybody i
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something cool to say as the loude ndesired be-
silence ever builds up in your ears t erson associate
a deafening roar. Maybe you should an added pun-
look at your phone and see if you have mechanism lacks
an excuse you can mutter and walk off ally quite naive in
with — make one up in case of none e a person (read: so-
being available — but for God’s sake is an omnipresent be-
whatever you do, don’t look like yo s on everything you do
care about how you look because thz d your life consciously ¢
makes you look even more sad and u at being will make sure
deserving of human empathy. Face ted minions (Ox-Head, fa
life is a test and you are consistent er, Maalik,...) will face-
failing it. The fact that winning (reac | for everlasting eternity. “I
ing alpha status in your desired gro e-impulse-based fear tac-  go
is a near mathematical impossibi to scare you into being  spri
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multi-million dollar lay-off bonus,  principle than a natural consequence
something we civilized folk would of  of the general principle of democracy,
course never dream of doing. applied to the most pressing.wan
___of the country ...
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° In ‘Murica - round the period of
Halloween - hardline Christians use
‘Hell Houses’ to reintroduce the fear
of Hell to sinful (read: all) young
members of the community: this
method actually entails decorating a
building to look like Hell - including
a cast of bad actors who re-enact
scenes of sin and punishment, all
@imed at scaring youngsters into
living with The Lord instead of sex,
drugs & rock ‘n roll. Includes strobe-|
lights, screaming, graphic violence
and other disturbing images.
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The worst and most dangerous part
about this whole buzz is that we
people started thinking and wonde-
ring, with an abominable admiration|
and fascination, towards the end
of this planet. The apocalypse is sofil

Just to feel special. To be able to

there.” That's what apocalypses dogg
“to people. It almost seems like we're

and horrible death to happen. On the; .
cruel list of death causes (over six /
million ways), awaiting a gigantic&‘\
somewhere on top. It's remarkablelf
that the human race is so selfishj§

fthat we would rather die along with{§ "
everyone we love, hate or don't caref
labout, than silently blow out that§

last, lung-cancer-filled breath into a
Nsterile environment, all by ourselves.
ou don't want to be the one per-

There's gradual forms of dying andi’

life, some insane kind of sense — and

we will take any kind of psychotic orj In 1873 the Marquise of Courtebourne-de Nédonchel had a Lourdes grotto built in the

gardens ofher chateau at Slotendries. It was claimed that in 1875 Pieter De Rudder was mira-
—culously healed of a compound fracture while praying there.

" Upon our arr/va[ in Lourdes the grotto was closed for structural works and we found Mar)
stand/ng outside in the pooring rain, alone.

Question, just so we don’t have topms
confront the responsibility of comingf
up with on for ourselves. Not The End." o0

ty much universal to the species toff"
scare the individual into being a good#

ancient times but we doubt its ef-Fss
ficacy in the neo-hedonist year of
2013: we want our fears personalizedf
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“Mr. Obama is the liberal law professor who campaigned against the Iraq war and torture, and then insisted on approving every new name on|
an expanding “kill list,” poring over terrorist suspects’ biographies on what one official calls the macabre “baseball cards” of an unconventio-

nal war. When a rare opportunity for a drone strike at a top terrorist arises — but his family is with him — it is the president who has reserved
— Jo Becker & Scott Shane, The New York Times — http://nyti.ms/JKJjiM|

to himself the final moral calculation.”
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So what’s the modern application o
fear as an instrument? By far the mos
brilliantly coined strategic keyword and
political reinvention of the past decade!
has been terror and the subsequen
war against it — it is a classic political/
military term that has its origins in Latin
(terrere - to frighten, strike fear into), a
strong foothold in popular culture and a
variable control span that can be adjust-
ed to include virtually any target. Un-
like other politically motivated acts of
violence, terror is aimed not at military
or political targets but strikes straight
at the civilian population with the goal
of spreading fear amongst the public.
Terror in the post-9/11 era has been
carefully redefined and re-marketed,
discussed in many late-night brain-
storm sessions before being presented
tothe public. Itis now a deplorable tacti-
cal measure that can only be resorted to
by the ‘enemy’ because of its insidious
and inherently evil nature — as a result,
declaring a War On Terror is the military
equivalent of taking the moral high
ground. It wasn’t always like that: ter-
ror has often been a government tool
in post-revolutionary nations dealing
with (perceived or fabricated) opposi-
tion. Examples include far-from-home
dictatorships like Cambodia under Pol
Pot and Russia (the ‘Red Terror’ under
Lenin and his Bolsheviks) but also in-
clude France with its post-revolutionary
Reign Of Terror, when the guillotine or
‘the National Razor’ became a symbol
for the Revolution.
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sequentially, declaring a war on that
method and the ones practicing it is
a great way for to a leader to cater to
his nation’s civilians, especially if you
population thinks it needs to be afraid
of terrorist attacks, whether or not thatj
fear be justified. At the same time, a
War on Terror is not limited by territori-
al restrictions or army uniforms which
provides a wide margin to operate in.
You can make your enemies include
anyone you like and you can take the
fight anywhere you wish. The strategic
advantages of starting a war against
an undefined enemy gives you the lib-
erty of changing targets and methods
as you go along. You can stick your
POW’s in secret CIA prisons around the
world because they are not soldiers
but terrorists, a lower form of military
foe than a man in a uniform and as
such undeserving of any protection
granted by the Geneva Conventions.
You can make half of Pakistan live in
perpetual fear of your drone strikes
(consider the meaning of true terror)
and still get a Nobel Peace Prize in the
process, just because you’re doing it
with more charisma than the guy be-
fore. Militants and insurgents are the
new forces of evil; they don’t get the
empathy that we reserve for rebels and
freedom fighters, even if that is exactly
what they are. Robespierre’s disserta-
tion on terror and its necessity looks
good in the history books but unfit for
marketing purposes in modern times.
We demand that we not just be the
winners, we also have to appear to be
the good guys while doing it.
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are not our own — we believe in them

‘on good faith — very much the same

way that people in the Middle Ages be-
lieved in Hell. Why? Because we need
that framework - it gives us a clear-cut
choice on how to feel, act and talk. The
fact that people accept fear as a given
mind state hints at how primitive our
consciousness really is: we revel in the
simplicity that fear offers us. What we
are really scared of is life and the infi-
nite complexity of it — combined with
our natural hardware, our instinct that
demands that we make some kind of
rational sense out of it all. The truth is,
we humans are all equally blessed and
cursed with the ability to understand
the world around us — sadly, most of
us shrink in fear at the opportunity/
responsibility of doing exactly that
and instead rely on the words of oth-
ers. At the same time, survival isn’t
the straightforward race that it was for
99,99% of our evolutionary process.
Even a fear as remote and intangible as
a terrorist threat or a life of mediocrity
putstheworld in some kind of (skewed)
perspective and gives meaning to
some of the complexity around you;
us against them, me against the world.
Fight or flight is dead; we hide from
our fears behind laws, embargoes,
governments, anti-depressants, blogs
and custom-made t-shirts — hoping
that whatever scares us doesn’t pop
its ugly head into our reality. It doesn’t
take a terrorist to scare us: we have the
most out of everyone, which means we
are already living in fear of not hav-
ing the most and having what we own
taken from us. A word of advice to
those living in fear: the main reason
that you’re scared is because you’re
not using your head. We know that it
ht seem like a huge challenge to
sing it from now but there’s no
wallowing around it in self-pity
at man who keeps putting off his
sit to the gym.

NOT UNFEAR

s big and complex and crazy and
of insecurities and the only way
d any kind of truth is one step at
e, for yourself and by yourself.
atever you do, don’t take my word
it.

mirez Sdnchez aka “Carlos the Jackal”, a committed Marxist-Leninist, is regarded as one of the most famous political terrorists of his era.
joined the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine in 1970, officer Bassam Abu Sharif gave him the code name “Carlos” because
zuelan roots. After several bungled bombings, he achieved notoriety for the 1975 raid on the OPEC headquarters in Vienna, which|

ople. This was followed by a string of attacks against Western targets. Ramirez is currently serving a life sentence in France fo

ftwo French counter-intelligence agents and an informant for the French government. While he was in prison he was furthe

convicted of attacks in France that killed 11 and injured 150 people and sentenced to an additional life term.

en
and researcher in cultural
plogy at Ghent University.
, he received the Ark Prize of
ree Word for his book The Artistic
Society. Pinxten conducted his
fieldwork on the Navajo people. He is
an advocate for interculturalism over
multiculturalism.

“That's
individualization
on the loose,
abused by the
market and the
economical circles
with perfect new
media tools.”

i There's still a very precocious feel-
ing of fear that has its origins in 1990,
when the Berlin Wall was destroyed.
It is caused by a big switch that has
been taking place in the last couple
of decades. In the past five centuries,
our western society had been coloniz-
ing and ruling the whole world, which
of course gave us the feeling that we
were superior. We were, so to speak,
the embodiment of progression be-
cause of our dominant and excellent
material position in the world. About
one generation ago, we started feel-
ing that we were about to lose all of
this. Nowadays other people come
over to our regions to take profit
of our superiority and wealth and
there's nothing we can do about it.
This gut feeling, or should | say gut
fear is expressed irrationally in politi-
cal concepts like national socialism
and cultural conservatism by being
dismissive of any kind of culture that
is not one’s own. Just take a look at
the wave of neo-nationalism or Mitt
Romney's ideology. It is a new brand
of passive-aggressive xenophobia
that celebrates cultural inertia in
an era of dynamic global change -
the political equivalent of living in a

- XPERT

state of denial. Of course we know
— or at least everyone should know
vaguely - that this political cocoon-
ing is nonsense. We have never put
our footprint on the entire world like
this before. Mutual independence or
internet tendency - as some refer to
it — became the rule these days. Ob-
viously the internet as an instrument
indicates that. You're connected with
the whole world but at the same time
you depend on it. This also correlates
with the enormous urbanization that
has been going on in the world, espe-
cially since World War Il. In 1900, only
four generations ago, approximately
10 percent of the world's population
lived in a city. Now we're reaching up
to 60 percent. The world is starting
to be mainly populated by city peo-
ple and along with this urbanization
comes migration. It's always been
like that, even in ancient Rome and
Athens. At this point however, we're
not prepared at all. And if you don't
know how to deal with your fears,
then your fears will get stronger. The
world has gotten significantly bigger
over the last few decades and there is
a lot more that you might find scary
out there. My question is: how do
we learn to live with the difference
in a positive way? People still have
the reflex to get rid of the difference
to solve the problem, but that's non-
sense. We can say it or dream about it
but it really is a tragic, old-fashioned
conception of things. That's not going
toreduce our fear, it will only increase
it. To live in a situation like this for a
long time is not healthy, it's even dan-
gerous.

# Now you're touching another side of
the whole internationalization story,
the one that is currently being used
by the market. In our regions, individ-
ualization was already apparent for
centuries. Nowadays it is strongly in-
creasing because of the internet and
other new media. | think that the way
things are going today is absolutely
barbaric as it involves the question-
ing or even the rejection of any form
of solidarity. This kind of individual-
ization implies that the market will
find and address you, which is a piece
of cake with tools like the internet or
your cell phone. So there you are as
an individual, with a desire to distin-
guish yourself in that market so that
you can raise your market value. But
how much can an individual take?
How many capacities and qualities
does one have? Can you buy quality to
tune up your social profile? | sincerely
doubt it. So the answer is yes, that's
why we notice an increase of psycho-
logical pressure, depression and sui-

cide. You can't handle this alone even
though you are expected to. Failure
is not an option. So when all normal,
social connections and structures are
gone, the individual is left in the cold.
If you lose your job in this currently
very unstable market, you might as
well just go mad. This has to result in
repression and murder. That's indi-
vidualization on the loose, abused by
the market and the economical circles
with all the perfect new media tools
that are at their disposal. Except, they
are perfect for only one group. It's
always bad for weaker people. And
we're all in a weak position. | dare
you to remain indifferent after you're
told that you're not cool enough for a
couple of months straight. We really
need a profound counter movement
for that, and it's not going to come
from the industrials or the economy.

#|'m afraid it's not. Take the so called
Arab Spring, through which social
media had a considerable impor-
tance. We notice that in a few years
Islamic tendencies became much
stronger worldwide. Why? Because
they realized they were humiliated
for generations, reaching back to the
days of colonization and stretching
into the western oil politics of the last
decades. Their time is now. You can
see that it pays off to talk fear into the
people with the certainty of the Islam,
which is comparable with the certain-
ty of our nationalism. It was striking
to see that in any of those states dur-
ing the recent elections, most liberal
thinkers who finally made it to moder-
nity got scared and didn't show up.
Whereas the recruitment of votes by
the fundamentalists succeeded like
never before. So at this point there
are a number of regimes that are re-
ally floating on fear. Comparable with
what George Bush junior did right af-
ter 9/11. These kinds of politics are
very disadvantageous for a civilian
population.

i At this point, | think that the great
encapsulation of the more or less
self-sufficient West, the very seclud-
ed Islam, the Indian Hindu funda-
mentalism and other threats to our
wealth like the Chinese and Russian
economy creates a very dangerous
constellation. This means we are sit-
ting on a ticking time bomb - unless
we can manage to come to some kind
of a global agreement. So the politi-
cal and economical power positions
will continue to change, but changes
always include certain risks. And with
all the available military toys and ma-
chos in this world, we're facing a po-
tentially enormous conflict.



